CITY OF GEORGE

STATE OF WASHINGTON
June 16, 2026

COUNCIL MEETING: Regular Meeting
PLACE: George Community Hall

PRESENT: Council Member Melissa Maldonado, Council Member Kate Schooler, Council Member Debby
Kooy, Council Member Julia Schooler (remote).

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: City Clerk Amy Grace, City Maintenance Norm Holden, City Engineer Mike
Meskimen, City Planner Alex Kovach; City Attorney Chuck Zimmerman.

Guests in attendance: Patric Connelly, Shannon Durfee
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Pro Tem Julia Schooler at 7:00 p.m., followed by the flag salute.

ROLL CALL: Council Member Melissa Maldonado made a motion to excuse Mayor Juan Villalpando and
Council Member Patty Neff. Council Member Debby Kooy seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

ABSENT: Mayor Juan Villalpando, Council Member Patty Neff

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to approve the agenda. Council
Member Melissa Maldonado seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Citizens wishing to speak under items 7 or 8: None

Public comment: Shannon Durfee introduced herself to Council and announced that she is running for
Grant County Commissioner #3 position.

Council Member Debby Kooy made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and approval of vouchers
#19611 in the amount of $137.40 vouchers #19656-19691 in the amount of $90,496.42, and electronic
checks in the amount of $39,956.78. Council Member Kate Schooler seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Old Business — Public Works — Sprinkler System Improvement Quotes

The Public Works Maintenance worker Norm Holden provided an update on the sprinkler system
improvement project, following the Council’s prior request for additional quotes and legal review of the
existing agreement between JLD and Colonial Market.

Mr. Holden presented a quote from Lad Irrigation in the amount of $1,574.45, and a quote from Kooy
Irrigation in the amount of $1,970.86 for the sprinkler system work



Council discussed the proposals and, upon conclusion of discussion, authorized expenditure to Lad
Irrigation in the amount of $1,574.45 for the sprinkler system project. Council Member Melissa
Maldonado motion. Council Member Kate Schooler seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Council further approved a separate authorization of up to $425 for equipment rental or other necessary
materials required to complete the project. Council Member Kate Schooler motion. Council Member
Melissa Maldonado seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Old Business — City Clerk — Kratom Sample Ordinances

The City Clerk presented sample kratom ordinances from other jurisdictions for Council review and
discussion, pursuant to the Council’s prior direction.

Council engaged in discussion regarding regulatory options and the recent Resolution adopted by the
Grant County Health District urging local governments to restrict the sale and distribution of kratom
products.

Following discussion, Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to authorize the Mayor to work with
legal counsel to draft a Kratom Ordinance for future Council consideration. Council Member Debby Kooy
seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

New Business — City Planner — Quincy School District Control and Tenure Letter

The City Planner, Alex Kovach presented the School District Control and Tenure Letter for Council review
and approval. Mr. Kovach summarized the purpose of the document and its role in meeting the
requirements associated with the RCO sports field renovation grant.

Following brief discussion, Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to authorize the Mayor to
sign the Quincy School District Control and Tenure letter. Council Member Melissa Maldonado
seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

New Business — City Planner - Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) Applicant
Resolution/Authorization 2026-343 for Project 26-1797 DEV, Sports Field Renovation.

The City Planner Alex Kovach presented the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) applicant
Resolution/Authorization for Council review. Mr. Kovach explained that the Resolution is required as
part of the RCO grant application process and formally designates the City as the applicant and
authorizes the Mayor to execute all necessary documents.

Council Member Melissa Maldonado made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign. Council Member
Kate Schooler seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

New Business — Final Progress Estimate No. 3 — West Montmorency Multi-Use Pathway



The City Engineer Mike Meskimen presented Final Progress Estimate No. 3 for the West Montmorency
Multi-Use Pathway Project, summarizing the completed work and confirming that the estimate aligns
with the approved contract and project schedule. Mr. Meskimen recommended Council approve Final
Progress Estimate No. 3 and accept the project as complete.

Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to approved Final Progress Estimate No. 3 and accepted
the West Montmorency Multi-Use Pathway Project as complete. Council Member Debby Kooy
seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

New Business — Lodging Tax Grant and Disbursement Policy — Council Consideration and Possible
Approval

The City Clerk presented a Lodging Tax Grant and Disbursement Policy for Council review and
consideration. The Clerk summarized the purpose of the policy, noting that it establishes procedures for
reimbursement, partial advance disbursement, and required post-event reporting consistent with RCW
67.28.1816.

Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to approve the Lodging Tax Grant and Disbursement

Policy. Council Member Melissa Maldonado seconded. Motion passed 3-0-1 (abstentions from
Council Member Debby Kooy).

New Business — George Community Hall — Advance Disbursement of Lodging Tax Grant Funds

The City Clerk presented a request from the George Community Hall for an advance disbursement of
lodging tax grant funds in accordance with the Lodging Tax Grant and Advanced Disbursement Policy.
The Clerk summarized the request and confirmed that the submitted documentation meets the policy
requirements for partial advance payment.

Following discussion, Council Member Melissa Maldonado made a motion to approve advance
payment of funds to the George Community Hall for the July 4 event in the amount of $13,956.63
contingent upon the Community Hall signing a Grant Agreement prepared by the City Attorneys.
Council Member Kate Schooler seconded. Motion passed 3-0-1 (abstentions from Council
Member Debby Kooy).

Council Comments and Questions:

Council Member Melissa Maldonado commended the City’s Public Works Department for their efforts
in cleaning up the cars on Republican Ave and E. Deacon and for painting the curbing red in front of the
mailboxes.

Council Member Debby Kooy updated the public on all of the events that will take place at the July 4
Celebration.



ADJOURNMENT: Council Member Kate Schooler made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Council
Member Melissa Madonado seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

Approved by the City Council at
an Open Public Meeting the
21 of July, 2026.

Juan Villalpando, Mayor

ATTEST:

Amy Grace, City Clerk-Treasurer



